
Conservation Voluntary Fund Project Eligibility Criteria

The following criteria were agreed at IWC64 in 2012 (refer to IWC64/F&A3). Eligibility criteria have been developed with a view towards identifying projects that:
a) are consistent with the IWC’s cetacean conservation aims and objectives;
b) are likely to attract potential funding partners;
c) can demonstrate clear conservation outcomes;
d) are cost effective; and
e) have sound project management parameters.

It is envisaged that these eligibility criteria will allow IWC Contracting Governments and external partners to develop a compendium of conservation projects to be taken forward under the auspices of the IWC. The IWC will distribute the compendium to potential donors, with the aim of attracting funding or funding partners.

Eligibility Criteria

Projects eligible for IWC endorsement will be those that can be demonstrated to be consistent with the principles also established for financial arrangements in the Financial Regulations paragraph C2(a) (programmes or activities decided on by the Commission and/or to advance programmes and activities which are consistent with the objectives and provisions of the Convention), particularly projects supporting the objectives of the conservation committee, AND:

a) can be demonstrated to deliver concrete cetacean conservation outcomes, with additional priority given to projects targeting cetacean populations and species most at risk;
b) clearly identify conservation targets and milestones;
c) are technically and financially coherent and feasible and provide value for money;
d) have  identified  funding  partners  and  institutional  affiliations  (with  in-kind contributions clearly demarcated);
e) have identified a project team and team members’ credentials with clear illustration of the capacity to produce quality research that will be communicated to a wide range of stakeholders;
f) have been endorsed by the process to be determined in accordance with the fifth term of reference;
g) have the endorsement of one or more range states;
h) are consistent with legislative responsibilities of any relevant range states;
i) incorporate mechanisms to ensure periodic review and reporting;
j) have  an  outreach  and  capacity  building  component  targeting  identified stakeholders and local communities (where appropriate);
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k) meet appropriate ethical guidelines with respect to the treatment of animals involved, ensuring interference with cetaceans is within acceptable levels and does not cause distress to cetacean individuals intersecting with the project;
l) research methods are non-lethal only;
m) fund only actions that are not otherwise the core responsibility or business of governments or industry, and that do not subsidise commercial enterprises.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Projects will not be considered eligible if they, or associated participants and project partners, can be demonstrated to support work that is inconsistent with the principles also established for financial arrangements in the Financial Regulations, particularly paragraph C2(b)(i)(ii)(iii), (known to have been involved in illegal activities, or activities contrary to the provisions of the Convention; Individual companies involved in commercial whaling; Organisations that have brought the Commission into disrepute) or that conflict with the objectives of the conservation committee.
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