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Abstract

Following the IWC Resolution 2001-3, 2004-1 and 2005-3, the present paper reported status
of conservation and researches on the western gray whales. No sighting of the western gray
whale was found from both systematic and POP sightings in Japan, May 2008 to April 2009.
Some research activities and administrative action were carried out for gray whale
conservation during the period concerned.

Introduction

As in IWC Resolution 2001-3, which inter alia called on range states and others to actively
pursue all practicable actions to eliminate anthropogenic mortality and minimize anthropogenic
disturbance to the western gray whale (Eschrihitius robustus) population; IWC Resolution 2004-1,
which inter alia called upon range states to develop or expand national monitoring and research
programme on western gray whales; and a further IWC Resolution 2005-3 supporting further efforts
to conserve this population, IWC has largely urge the conservation of western gray whales.

Under such circumstances, as response to those IWC Resolutions, Japan provided scientific
information on the western gray whales in June 2005 to May 2006 by Kato et al. (2006), in June
2006 to May 2007 by Kato et al. (2007) and in June 2007 to April 2008 by Kato et al. (2008). We
also submit similar report for this year meeting on the information from May 2008 to April 20009.

Sightings
Systematic Sightings

Miyashita et al. (2009) compiled sighting information of all large cetaceans encountered
during all of systematic whale sighting surveys by National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries.
While a total of 7,414.3 n. miles for their searching distances, no gray whale was seen. Tamaura et al.
(2009) reported sightings from the systematic manner (10,904.7 n. miles) made at JARPN Il —
offshore component in 6 June to 31 August 2008, but no gray whale was found. Also, Yasunaga et al.
(2009) and Yoshida et al. (2009) reported no gray whale from sightings by JARPN Il — coastal
component at Ishinomaki-Ayukawa (Miyagi) and Kushiro (Hokkaido) in April to October 2008.

POP sightings during small-type whaling and dolphin fisheries
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There was no report of gray whale sightings by POP bases from all of small-type whaling and
dolphin fisheries operations in May 2007 to April 2008.

Other POP sightings

Throughout all of media reports including TV, newspaper and others in June 2006 to April
2007, no gray whale occurrence was reported.

Mortality
Stranding

No stranding of gray whale was reported during the period concerned.

Entanglement

No entanglement of gray whale was reported during the period concerned.

Research Activities

In Middle of May 2009, for conducting morphological and osteological study on western gray
whales, we have dug out entire skeletons of two gray whales which were preserved in the river sand
reserve for removing oil from the bones (Fig.1). The animals were of cow and calf pair and
entangled off Enoshima, Onagawa in July 15, 2007. The skeleton are in cleaning process and will be
available as skeletal specimens for measuring sometime in coming autumn and is scheduled to be
display for public in University Museum of TUMSAT in May 2010.

For contributing IUCN Range-wide workshop held at National Museum Nature and Science,
Tokyo in 21 to 24 September 2009, two papers were organized; one related to by-catch by Koya et al.
(2008) and another related to assessment of possibility of ship collision with gray whales by Kato et
al. (2008). In addition, a total of six papers were presented by local scientists in Japan.

Administrative action

The Government of Japan (Fisheries Agency, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF)) hosted a meeting in August 2008, in which all prefectural governments were requested to
participate, to ensure that appropriate actions are taken by coastal fishermen when gray whales are
found. Subjects explained and discussed at the meeting were:

1) current status of the western gray whales, and discussion at IWC 60;

2) amendments of the Ministerial Ordinance of MAFF under the Fisheries Resources
Protection Act, by which catch (including by-catch) of gray whales and sales/possession of
their products is prohibited (date of enforcement: January 1, 2008); and

3) actions necessary to be taken when gray whales are found.
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Table 3. All known or reported gray whale occurrences around Japan since 1955 to present (at a point of April 2009).

i Source
dd /Date/ From which waters sz‘g'f[f Juvenile? n
mm/yy Stde Status Reference
Toyama (Toyama Bay) Sea of
16/03/1955 ' 36.41N-137.12F * Japan ? 1 Entanglement Nambu et al. (2003)
: Off Kii-Ohshima, Kushimoto : e : P . Nishiwaki and
: ’ ’ : ) H : :
10/06/2959  \wakayama 33.20N-135.55E | Pacific : ° . 1 | Sighting | Kasuya (1970)
: Off estuary of Kumano River. © oo i ¢ Juvenile * ¢ Nishiwaki and
02/02/1968  gpingu,wakayama 33.43N-136.02E | "2HTIC : g om female 1 Unknown® - yasuya (1970)
: Toyama (Toyama Bay) : Seaof : : :
2 : : 19 : :
??/04/1970 . 36.41N-137.12E . Japan : 1 Entanglement Nambu et al. (2003)
. Off Toba (Ise Bay), Mie S e . : i :
27/03/1982 ' 34.28N-136.53F Pacific Juvenile** 1 Sighting f Furuta (1984)
¢ Off Taiji, Wakayam : e - : ¢ Sighting * Kasamatsu and
25/04/1985 : 33 34N-136E | Pacific Juvenile 1 (through Tv)  Ishikawa (1990)
Kohzu, Kanagawa . Juvenile Kasamatsu and
25/01/2990  * 35 16N-130.13E Pacific & g ommale ¢ 1 i Beached ' Ishikawa (1990)
Middle/04/ : Off 1zu-Ohshima, Tokyo P . e P © Mochizuki, Mori and
1993 : 34.30N-139.30E ; Pacific ; Juvenile ; 27 Sighting : Ishikawa (p.c.)
Toyokoro, Obihiro, Hokkaido : L Juvenile Sawamura and
07/0411995 % 45 35N-143.32E - Pacific g 6m female 1 :Beached . Kimura (p.c)
© Suttu, Hokkaido : Seaof : : P
16/05/1996 | 42.45N-140.10E . Japan Adult 1 Entanglement Fisheries Agency
Matunami, Kashiwazaki, Niigata Sea of " : Beached (skull
0210311997+ 37 24N-138.34E © Japan |’ -1 o) . ICR (2005)
 Off Kumanoura, Saga, Kochi N : Siont - Kato and Tokuhiro
22/07/1997 | 33.06N-133.09E : Pacific Juvenile 2 Sighting  (1997)
Miyazaki beach, Miyazaki e Juvenile
19/03/2002 ' 31.50N-131.27E Pacific ' Est. 7.7m 1 Beached Kato et al. (2003)
: Off Shizuoka (Suruga Bay), Shizuoka : ..+ Juvenile, D e Do .
06/05/2003 | 35.00N-138.46E Pacific ' 9-10m 2 Sighting Shizuoka TV Asahi
i Tomiyama (Tokyo Bay), Chiba .. Juvenile,
11/05/2005 | 35.04N-139.49E Pacific : 7.81m : 1 Entanglement Kato et al. (2005)
Enoshima, Onagawa . Cow (12.79m)
15/07/2005 Miyagi 38°23°N - 141°37°E Pacific Calf (7.75m) 2 Entanglement Kato et al. (2006)
¢ Sanriku, Ofunato, Iwate : ... i Female : :
18/01/2007 : 30°09'N - 141°54°E : Pacific : 9.19m : 1 : Entanglement : Kato et al. (2007)
01/08/2007 Nishikioka, Tomakomai, Hokkaido Pacific Egn:;gle 1 Beached Kato et al. (2008)

*: Nishiwaki and Kasuya (1970) reported as “Dead migjht be caused by the wound made by-someone during the evening of the day”.

**: Furuta (1984) estimated animal length to be 12m, but photographs of the animal clearly indicates much smaller length indicating
juvenile.

***: There was an alternative that one additional animal was seen in adjacent waters.
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Fig.1. Skeleton series of cow and calf pair of gray whales dug out from the river sand reserve for

removing oil from the bones, in March 2009, which were entangled off Onagawa in July
2007.
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