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Name of agency/institute Abbreviation  Contact 

Dirección General de Territorio Marítimo y 
Marina Mercante 

DIRECTEMAR mzamorano@directemar.cl 

Instituto Chileno Antártico INACH aaguayo@inach.cl 
Centro de Conservación Cetacea CCC info@ccc-chile.org 
Centro Eutropia  mjose.perez@eutropia.cl 
Fundación Centro de Estudios del 
Cuaternario CEQUA jacevedo@123mail.cl, 

colavarria@inach.cl 

1. Species and stocks studied 
 

Common name Scientific name Area/stock(s) Items referred to 

Southern right whale Eubalaena australis X region 2.1.2 
Blue whale Balaenoptera musculus III & X regions 2.1; 2.2; 3.1.1; 3.2 
Fin whale Balaenoptera physalus I & IV region 2.2; 3.1.1; 4.1; 

6.2.1; 8 
Sei whale Balaenoptera borealis III & XII regions 2.1.2; 3.1.1 

Antarctic minke whale Balaenoptera bonarensis XII region & Antarctic 
Peninsula 2.1.2; 3.1.1; 4.1 

Dwarf minke whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata Antarctic Peninsula 2.1.2 
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae I, II, III, X and XII 

regions & Antarctic 
Peninsula   / G 

2.1; 2.2; 3.1.1;3.2; 
4.1; 4.4 

Sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus I, V, VIII, X & XII 
regions 

2.1; 4.3; 6.2; 8 

Southern right whale 
dolphin  

Lissodelphis peronii III and X region 2.1 

Risso’s dolphin Grampus griseus I, IV & X regions 2.1 
Peale’s dolphin Lagenorhynchus australis X & XII regions 2.1.2; 4.1 
Pilot whales Globicephala melas XII region 2.1.2; 4.3; 5; 7.3.1; 

8 
Strap-toothed whale  Mesoplodon layardii VII region 7.3.1; 8 
Bottlenose dolphin Tursiop truncatus III & IV regions 2.1.1; 3.1.1 
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2. Sighting data 
2.1 Field work 
 
2.1.1 SYSTEMATIC 
 
CEQUA/INACH 
Six systematic surveys on humpback whales were conducted in Magellan Strait and adjacent channels, 
between May 2006 to February/March 2007 on board M/V Chonos.  
One marine survey was conduced between the Cape Horn and Antarctic Peninsula (Bransfield and 
Gerlache Straits) as part of the Project INACH 163 (Aguayo-Lobo et al. 1998) during the 43rd Chilean 
Antarctic Scientific Expedition, on board R/V Contralmirante Oscar Viel and ATF Leucoton during 
January 2007. 
 
CCC 
Systematic surveys from land, marine and aerial platforms have been carried out by CCC in different 
regions of Chile since 2003 in order to determine the geographical and seasonal distribution of great 
whales.  
Under the Alfaguara Project, CCC conducted from 01 February to 29 April 2007, seventeen marine surveys 
on board artisan fishing vessels and one aerial survey on board Chilean Marine Navy aircraft.  
Marine surveys were oriented to photo-identification and conducted during one day, thus cetacean groups 
were approached after detection.   
During preliminary results on fifteen out of seventeen marine surveys, sightings included at least 126 
groups of 156 individuals of blue whales, 4 groups of 5 individuals of humpback whales and one group of 
between 10 to 20 Risso’s dolphin.  
Feeding behavior and defecation was recorded for both whale species.  
Individual photo-identification on blue whales during 2007 for left and right side respectively, resulted in 
80 individual blue whales, including seven between years and sixteen within year recaptures; and 74 
individual blue whales, including nine between years and fourteen within year recaptures.  
The aerial survey was conducted in zig-zag transect and surveyed about 1.500 km from 35o S to 44o S. 
Sightings included at least 14 groups of blue whales comprising 18 individuals, one group of one individual 
humpback whale, 5 groups of twelve individual sperm whales and a mixed group of Risso’s dophin and 
southern right whale dolphins comprising more than 120 individuals.  
 
CENTRO EUTROPIA 
Systematic work has been conducted in the Humboldt Penguin National Reserve and the Isla Chañaral and 
individuals. Opportunistically sightings of other greater groups of bottlenose dolphins have been Islas 
Choros-Damas Marine Protected Area. During 2006 and 2007, behavioral observations, movements as well 
as breeding and feeding areas have been recorded for bottlenose dolphins. Resident population is about 40 
encountered and 130 individuals have been catalogued.  
 

2.1.2 OPPORTUNISTIC, PLATFORMS OF OPPORTUNITY 
 
CEQUA/INACH 
During the systematic surveys of CEQUA/INACH at the Magellan Strait and adjacent channels, and 
between the Cape Horn and Antarctic Peninsula, other cetacean species were recorded opportunistically, 
including Antarctic and dwarf minke whale, sei whale, Peale´s dolphins. 
 
CCC / Chilean Navy 
Sightings reported to CCC by members of the Chilean Marine Mammal Sighting Network (MMSN) in 
2006 along the Chilean coast included 145 additional sightings comprising at least 535 great whales and 
406 small cetaceans. Most of the sightings were reported by the Chilean Navy.  
Of the total sightings, in 10 opportunities the species were positively identified from pictures and included 
southern right whale (n=1), sperm whale (n=1), humpback whale (n=3), pilot whales (n=1), Peale’s dolphin 
(n=2) and Risso’s dolphin (n=2).  
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Additional records received during austral summer 2007 included sightings of blue whale, sei whale and 
Peale’s dolphin. (Contact person: Barbara Galletti/CCC) 
 
CENTRO EUTROPIA 
During systematic surveys at Islas Choros-Damas or Isla Chañaral Marine Protected Area, other cetacean 
species were recorded opportunistically, including Risso’s dolphin, three southern right whale dolphins, 
eleven sightings of 2 to 4 individual fin whales, four sightings of 2 to 4 individual blue whales and two 
sightings of 2 to 3 individual humpback whale.   

 

2.2 ANALYSES/DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNIQUES 
 
CEQUA/ INACH 
Analyses are conducted to investigate the temporary and spatial distribution, group size, reproductive rates 
and feeding modes of humpback whales of Magellan Strait by CEQUA/INACH. In addition, one report on 
dwarf minke whale in Antarctic Area I and II is presented to IWC of this year (Acevedo et al., 2007: 
SC/59/IA24). 
During the six systematic surveys on humpback whales conducted in Magellan Strait and one survey 
between the Cape Horn and Antarctic Peninsula by CEQUA/INACH, photo identification was undertaken 
on all the sightings. Opportunistic photo identification was conducted on Antarctic minke and Sei whales. 
 
CCC 
Blue whale sightings made in the northwestern Chiloe Island during 2007 had been preliminary analyzed 
and reported (Galletti Vernazzani et al., 2007).  
Abundance estimates of blue whales trough capture-recapture and line-transect methods are under 
development.  
 
 
3. Marking data 
3.1 Field work 
3.1.1 NATURAL MARKING DATA 
 

Species Feature Area/stock 
Calendar 

year/season /no.  
photographed 

Catalogu
ed (Y/N) 

Catalo_ 
gue 
total 

Contact 
person/ 
institute 

Left side 
pigmentation 

pattern 

Atacama, 
Isla de Chiloe, 

Corcovado 
Gulf 

2007 / 156 Y 143 Elsa Cabrera 
/ CCC 

Blue whale1 

Right side 
pigmentation 

pattern 

Isla de Chiloe, 
Corcovado 

Gulf 
2007 / 156 Y 137 Elsa Cabrera 

/ CCC 

Humpback 
whale 

Fluke 
pigmentation 
pattern, dorsal 

fin shape 

Atacama, 
Isla de Chiloe, 

Corcovado 
Gulf 

2006 / 8 Y 16 Elsa Cabrera 
/ CCC 

Resident 
Bottlenose 

dolphin 
Natural marks Islas Chañaral, 

Choros-Damas * * 40 
Maria Jose 

Perez / Centro 
Eutropia 

Bottlenose 
dolphin Natural marks Islas Chañaral, 

Choros-Damas * * 130 
Maria Jose 

Perez / Centro 
Eutropia 
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Fin whale * Islas Chañaral, 
Choros-Damas * * 32 

Maria Jose 
Perez / Centro 

Eutropia 

Humpback 
whale Natural marks Islas Chañaral, 

Choros-Damas   5 
Maria Jose 

Perez / Centro 
Eutropia 

Humpback 
whale Tail, dorsal fin Magellan 

Strait / G 
2006-07/ 

43 Y 100 J. Acevedo / 
CEQUA 

Humpback 
whale Tail, dorsal fin Antarctic 

Peninsula / G 
2007/ 

11 Y 247 A. Aguayo-
Lobo / INACH 

Sei whale Dorsal fin Magellan 
Strait 

2006/ 
01 Y 5 J. Acevedo / 

CEQUA 

Antarctic 
minke whale Dorsal fin 

Antarctic 
Peninsula/Area

I-II 

2007/ 
04 In process 0 A. Aguayo-

Lobo / INACH 
1Analyzes of two additional marine surveys consisting on 33 groups of 49 blue whales are not included.  
 
 
3.1.2. ARTIFICIAL MARKING DATA 
 
3.1.3 TELEMETRY DATA 
 
3.2 Analyses/development of techniques 
 
CEQUA/ INACH 
Analyses of the migratory destinations of humpback whales from the Magellan Strait were recently 
published by Acevedo et al. (2007). This analysis is an ongoing effort and is updated. 
 
CCC 
Photo-identification techniques for blue whales were made following Sears et al. (1990). 
The 2004/2005 CCC photo-ID catalogue was provided to Cascadia Research for comparison with the East 
Pacific blue whale catalogue (A. Douglas, Cascadia Research, per. comm.). No matches were found 
between the 14 photo-IDs from 2004/2005 CCC catalog and the subset of 55 identifications Cascadia had 
for the Eastern Tropical Pacific (which includes photos from Costa Rica, Galapagos and Peru primarily 
collected by Southwest Fisheries Science Center, Cascadia Research and Whale Conservation Institute). 
Catalogued individuals of humpback whales were compared to the Antarctic Humpback Whale Catalogue 
and no matches have been found (Allen et al., 2007).  
 
 
4. Tissue/biological samples collected 
 
4.1 Biopsy samples 

Species Area/stock Calenda
r year/ 
season 

Archive
d (Y/N) 

No. 
analys

ed     

Total 
holdings 

Contact person/institute 

Fin whale Islas Chañaral, 
Choros-Damas 

* * * 12 Maria José Pérez / Centro 
Eutropia 

Humpback 
whale 

Magellan Strait 
/ G 

2006-07/ 

15 

Y 1 92 C. Olavarría / CEQUA 
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Humpback 
whale 

Antarctic 
Peninsula / G 

2007/ 

06 

Y 0 85 C. Olavarría / INACH 

Peale´s 
dolphin 

Magellan strait 2006/1 Y 0 57 C. Olavarría / CEQUA 

Antarctic 
minke whale 

Antarctic 
Peninsula 

2007/1 Y 0 01 C. Olavarría / INACH 

 
 
4.2 Samples from directed catches or bycatches 
  
4.3 Samples from stranded animals 

Species Area/stock Calendar year/ 
season total 

Archived 
(Y/N) 

Tissue type(s)* Contact person/institute 

Pilot 
whales1 

Beagle 
Channel 2006/12 Y 

Blubber, skin, 
teeth, ovaries, 
stomach content  

Barbara Galletti/CCC 

Sperm 
whale 

Magellan 
Strait 2007/2 Y Skin C. Olavarría / CEQUA 

Pilot 
whales1 

Beagle 
Channel 2006/12 Y Skin C. Olavarría / CEQUA 

 

1 The pilot whale samples were collected thanks to the support of the Chilean Navy in a collaborative work between 
Centro de Conservación Cetacea (CCC), Centro de Estudios del Cuaternario (CEQUA) and Fundación Cethus 
(Argentina). 
 
4.4 Analyses/development of techniques 
 
CEQUA/INACH 
The latest genetic analysis of humpback whales from the Magellan Strait and Antarctic Peninsula feeding 
areas was reported to the workshop for the Comprehensive Assessment of Southern Hemisphere Humpback 
Whales held in Hobart, April 2006 (Olavarría et al. 2006). This report included a comparison with breeding 
areas, based in a recently published analysis (Olavarria et al., 2007). 
A recent comparison of the Magellan Strait and Antarctic Peninsula feeding areas and the breeding ground 
of Ecuador is presented in this meeting (Felix et al.,  2007: SC/59/SH11) 
 
5. Pollution studies 
Blubber samples from stranded pilot whales will be analyzed CCC in the near future.  
 
6. Statistics for large cetaceans 
 
6.1 Direct catches (commercial, aboriginal and scientific permits)  
 
6.2 Non-natural mortality  
 

Species Area/stock Males Females Total Cause Methodology 

Sperm whale V Region 1 0 1 Probably vessel 
collision 

Chilean Navy 
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6.2.1 STRANDINGS OR DEAD WHALES ENCOUNTERED AT SEA 

Whale species Sex Location Cause of death Det. 
Source or contact 

institution, contact name 
and telephone and/or e-mail 

Fin whale U Iquique – I region U  CCC 

Sperm 
Whale 

U Isla Chiloe – X 
region 

U  CCC 

Sperm whale M 
(02) 

Magellan Strait – XII 
region 

U  CEQUA 

 
 
6.2.2 OBSERVED OR REPORTED SHIP STRIKES 

Species Area/stock Males Females Total Cause Methodology 

Sperm whale Ritoque - V 
Region 

1 0 1 Probably vessel 
collision 

Chilean Navy 

 
6.2.3 FISHERY BYCATCH 
 
6.3 Earlier years’ statistics 
 
7. Statistics for small cetaceans 

7.1 For the season 2006/2007 

7.2 Direct catches (commercial, aboriginal and scientific permits) for the calendar year 20XX or the 
season 20XX/XX 

7.3.1 Strandings or dead SMALL CETACEANS encountered at sea 

Whale species Sex Location Cause of 
death Det. 

Source or contact 
institution, contact name 

and telephone and/or e-mail 

Pilot whale M (2) 

F (10) 
Beagle Channel – XII 

region U  
Chilean Navy-CCC-
CEQUA-Fundación 
Cethus (Argentina) 

Strap-
toothed 
whale

F Constitucion – VII 
region U  Chilean Navy 

 

7.3.2 Observed or reported Ship strikes 

7.3.3 Fishery bycatch 

7.4 Earlier years’ statistics 
 
8. Strandings 
 
CEQUA/INACH 
Two stranded were recorded. One involved two sperm whales (Physeter macrocephalus) stranded in the 
eastern entrance of the Magellan Strait. Another stranding involved 13 individual pilot whale 
(Globicephala melas) stranded in southern Chile, at Navarino Island, in the Beagle channel. 
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CCC 
The total reported strandings for this period was 8 including 20 animals. Species stranded included sperm 
whale (n=3), fin whale (n=1), pilot whale (n=1, 12 individuals plus one additionally dead whale at sea), 
strap-toothed whale (n=1) and unidentified large whales (n=2, 3 individuals).  
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