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1. Species and stocks studied

Common name Scientific name Area/stock(s) Items referred to
Cetaceans Cetacea French continental coast 43,5,7.1,8,9
Cetaceans Cetacea French continental waters 21.1,21.2,31.1,71,9
Cetaceans Cetacea Mediterranean Sea 21.1,21.2,311,43,7.1
Cetaceans Cetacea Caribbean Sea (Guadeloupe & | 2.1.1

Martinique)
Cetaceans Cetacea New Caledonia 212,43
Cetaceans Cetacea Occidental Indian Ocean 21.1,21.2,31.1,4.1
Cetaceans Cetacea French Polynesia 212
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae French Polynesia 21.2,311,9
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae Occidental Indian Ocean 212,311
Humpback whale Megaptera novaeangliae New Caledonia 211,31.1,41

Humpback whale

Megaptera novaeangliae

Caribbean Sea (Martinique)

Fin whale Balaenoptera physalus Mediterannean Sea 31.1,312,32,41
Sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus Caribbean Sea (Guadeloupe) 211,311
Sperm whale Physeter macrocephalus Mediterranean Sea 211, 22,31.1,9

Bottlenose dolphin

Tursiops truncates

French coasts

211,212,311,43,9

Risso’s dolphin

Grampus griseus

Mediterranean Sea

2. Sightings data

2.1 Field work

2.1.1 SYSTEMATIC

- All cetaceans, Bay of Biscay (CRMM): preferential habitats and relationship with small pelagic fish examined
from aerial and boat surveys.
- All cetaceans were surveyed year round by boat in the southern Bay of Biscay as the continuation of a 25 year
long follow up (MNHN, Biarritz).
- Systematic summer and winter surveys of coastal bottlenose dolphins along the coast of western Brittany

(Océanopolis), along the Normandy coast (GECC) and the coast of Corsica (GECEM).

- Sperm whale, striped dolphins and other cetaceans (GREC) and Risso’s dolphin (GECEM), Mediterranean Sea:
dedicated distribution survey from boat and relationship with the environment.
- Humpback whales, New Caledonia (OCNC). Survey held from 20 July to 12 September 2003, on the breeding
area of New Caledonia (group V Antarctica).




- Humpback whales, Comoro Islands, Mayotte (OMM). OMM carries out surveys between July to November to
collect sightings of humpback whales and other cetaceans in the lagoon of Mayotte and in the Comoro Area.

- Sperm whale and other cetaceans, Caribbean Sea — Guadeloupe (ET). Survey along the leeward coast year
round from sailing boats.

- Humpback whales and other cetaceans, Caribbean Sea — Martinique (SEPANMAR-GREC). Survey year round
from sailing boats, April 2003 to March 2004.

- Humpback whales and other cetaceans, French Polynesia (GREC). Survey from sailing boats, octobre 2003.

- Killer whale population survey at the Crozet Islands (CEBC), fin whale survey and relationship with the
environment in the northwest Mediterranean Sea (CEBC).

- Survey of humpback whales and other cetaceans around Réunion Island (GLOBICE).

2.1.2 OPPORTUNISTIC, PLATFORMS OF OPPORTUNITY

- Cetaceans, French waters (CRMM, Océanopolis, GECC). In 2003 the CRMM recorded around 150 sightings of
cetaceans in the Bay of Biscay, Océanopolis: around 200 in the Bay of Biscay and English Channel; and GECC:
150 in the English Channel.

- Cetaceans, New Caledonia (OCNC). Sighting data are collected from incidental sighting forms returned by
scientists.

- Cetaceans, Mayotte (OMM). Sighting data are collected from incidental sighting forms returned by scientists
and the general public.

- Cetaceans, La Réunion (GLOBICE). Sighting data are collected from incidental sighting forms returned by
scientists and the general public.

3. Marking data
3.1 Field work
3.1.1 NATURAL MARKING DATA

Species Feature Avrea/stock Calendar Catalogued | Catalogue total Contact person/institute
year/season/ no. (YIN)

Humpback whale Fluke N. Caledonia 566;””.",4 Y(284) 47 OCNC

Humpback whale Fluke Mozambique chan. 2003 Y (184) 45 OMM

Humpback whale Fluke Caribbean (Guadeloupe) | 2003 Y 3 ET

Humpback whale Fluke Occidental Indian Ocean | 2003 Y (14) 11 GLOBICE

Sperm whale Fluke NW Med 2003 Y (65) 18 GREC

Sperm whale Fluke Caribbean (Martinique) 2003-2004 Y 7 SEPANMAR/GREC

Sperm whale Fluke Caribbean (Guadeloupe) | 2003 Y 85 ET

Striped dolphin Dors Fin NW Med 2003 Y 109 CRC

Bottlenose dolph. Dors Fin | English Channel 2003 Y (80) 20 GECC

Bottlenose dolph. Dors Fin Brittany 2003 Y 45 Océanopolis

Bottlenose dolph. Dors.Fin Bay of Biscay 2003 Y 7 CRMM

Bottlenose dolph. Dors fin NW Med 2003 Y 208 GECEM

Bottlenose dolph. Fluke Occidental Indian Ocean | 2003 Y 15 GLOBICE

Risso’s dolphin Dors Fin NW Med 2003 Y 11 GREC

Risso’s dolphin Dors fin NW Med 2003 Y 44 GECEM

Long-fin. pilot w. | Dors Fin Bay of Biscay 2003 Y 67 CRMM

Killer Whale Dors Fin | Occidental Indian Ocean | 2003 Y (121) 69 CEBC

3.1.2 TRACKING DATA
- An extensive tracking project has been carried out on the northwest Mediterranean fin whales by CEBC.
Eleven individuals in total were equipped with satellite tags.

4. Tissue/biological samples collected
4.1 Biopsy samples



Species Area/stock Calendar year/ | Archived No. Total Contact person/institute
season / (YIN) Anal holdings
N. collected ysed
Minke whale N. Caledonia Winter 2003 Y (1) 1 OCNC
Humpback w. N. Caledonia July-sept 2003 Y (461) 99 OCNC
Humpback w. Mozambique chan. | July-nov 2003 Y (96) 10 OMM
Fin whale Mediterranean 2003 Y (15) 4 CEBC
Biopsy samples listed above are collected for genetic analyses.
4.3 Samples from stranded animals
Species Area/stock Calendar year/ | Archived Tissue type(s)* Contact person/institute
number total (Y/N)
Fin whale Atlantic 2003/3 Y Various tissues CRMM
Pygmy Sperm whale Atlantic 2003/1 Y Various tissues CRMM
Cuvier's beaked w. Atlantic 2003/1 Y Various tissues CRMM
Cuvier's beaked w. Mediterranean 2003/1 Y Various tissues GECEM
Common dolph. Atlantic 2003/42 Y Various tissues CRMM/GEFMA/GECC
Striped dolph. Atlantic 2002/16 Y Various tissues CRMM/GEFMA
Striped dolph. Mediterranean 2003/12 Y Various tissues GECEM
Bottlenose dolph. Atlantic. 2003/12 Y Various tissues CRMM/GEFMA
Bottlenose dolph. Mediterranean 2003/2 Y Various tissues GECEM
Long fin. pilot. W Atlantic 2003/5 Y Various tissues CRMM
Risso’s dolph. Atlantic 2003/1 Y Various tissues CRMM
Harbour porpoise Atlantic 2003/12 Y Various tissues CRMM/GEFMA/GECC

*e.g. liver, skin, blubber etc.

5. Pollution studies

- Samples are collected from stranded specimens on the coasts of France by CRMM and pollutant analyses
(heavy metals) are carried out by LBEM, University of La Rochelle. In 2002, 105 specimens were sampled
for ecotoxicological study, including 10 Bottlenose dolphin, 8 Striped dolphins, 82 Common dolphins, 5
Harbour porpoises. Similarly, samples were transmitted to NIOZ, Texel, the Netherlands, for POPs

analyses.

- Samples are also collected from the Mediterranean coasts for pollutant analyses by GECEM.

7. Statistics for small cetaceans
7.1 For the calendar year 2002

- In 2003, CRMM recorded 61 stranded cetaceans with marks suggesting incidental catch in fishing gear
along the Atlantic coast. For the Mediterranean Sea, GECEM reported 11 by-caught delphinids.

Directed catch Incidental mortality Live-
capture
Species Arealstock Reported Est. Total Reported Est. total Source Reported

Common dolphin Atlantic 41 No data CRMM 0
Striped dolphin Atlantic 0 0 4 No data CRMM 0
Bottlenose dolphin Atlantic 0 0 3 No data CRMM 0
Bottlenose dolphin Mediterranean 0 0 11 No data GECEM 0
Long finned pilot w. Atlantic 0 0 1 No data CRMM 0
Harbour porpoise Atlantic 0 0 10 No data CRMM 0




8. Strandings

In 2003, CRMM (with a participation of all partners of the National Stranding Scheme) recorded around 400
stranded cetaceans along the coasts of France, 139 for the Mediterranean Coast, 69 on the English Cannel coast
and around 200 on the Atlantic coast. Data are not fully compiled at the date of preparing this report.

Stranded cetaceans found in overseas territories are not exhaustively recorded: however partial data are available
for New Caledonia (OCNC), Martinique (Guadeloupe (ETr) and La Réunion Island (GLOBICE).
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