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ECUADOR WHALE WATCHING AT ITS PUREST 
 

Ecuador is, for its size, the most diverse country in the World. Our mega-diverse country includes a great 
variety of marine species, among these whales and dolphins. Whale watching in Ecuador has become a most 
interesting marine eco-tour option for the coastal region of our country. Whale watching is a new alternative 
of income for our  native communities along the coast. We calculate an influx of around 40.000 tourists. 
 
The attached brochure is an official Ministry of Tourism document, which shows the  interest of the 
Government of Ecuador in the conservation and non lethal use of cetaceans. Also, we are helping to 
strengthen the goal of conserving the Humpback whale and other cetaceans and to enhance the present and 
future well being of Ecuadorians through sustainable tourism.  
 
After 10,000 years of human occupancy, the Ecuadorian coast has been the place of immigrant cultural 
processes. The Isla de la Plata, located in Machalilla National Park and one of the main breeding areas for 
humpback whales, was a ceremonial and commercial exchange center that many different cultures from the 
Ecuadorian coast visited.  
 
For many years we have been looking for archaeological objects that could give us and idea of how long the 
Humpback whales have been visiting Ecuador. We have found several representations with engravings on 
orca and cachalot teeth. However,  there is no evidence that ancient Ecuadorian navigators hunted whales, so 
the origin of the teeth of orcas and other cetaceans could be from animals that probable stranding on the 
beaches.  
 
Since 1999, scientific research and whale watching have mutually strengthened each other, counting on the 
support and the knowledge of the native people, wherein researchers work together with  ancestral 
knowledge, for the benefit of all in Ecuadorian society. 
 
Whale watching is one the most promising economical activities for our coast that is changing the life of 
thousands of Ecuadorians. Therefore, Ecuador kindly invites the members of the IWC to recognize the 
importance of non-lethal use of cetaceans to developing countries and to cooperate with us in making the 
IWC an important supporter for the development of this industry in a sustainable manner. 
 



 
 
 










































































